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The Golden 
Age, inspired 
by rink 
owners, 
changed the 
image, 
encouraging 
classic adult 
roller skating.  







Speed skating was the first, formal, roller skate competition established 
by rink owner organizations. Chicago speed skaters dominated national 
competitions throughout the 1940s and early 1950s. 



Speed skating competitions soon had rivals as roller
organizations established rules for artistic and dance
competitions. Roller skate judging rules evolved from ice
skatingand,aswell, thosecolorful,decorativesateoutfits.



Chicago was the birthplace
for roller derby and the
introduction of television in
the late 1940s carried roller
derby to entire new audience
lookingfor roller action!



Rinks established skate 
clubs to recruit, train 
and promote 
competitive skaters. 
City rinks competed for 
the best skaters to fill 
their member ranks. 



TheSavoy,a ChicagoSouthsideballroom, featured a black
Jazzband where whites would go to seethe άƭŀǘŜǎǘdance
crazes.έJimmyDavis,asst. manager,lobbiedwhite ownersif
Monday could be set asidefor roller skating. Davistrained
speedskatersand establisheda Midwest all-black league
for speedskating. The{ŀǾƻȅΩǎspeedclub dominated the
Midwestcircuit andthe leaguewasshort lived.

But, roller skatingpersisted,resultingin the revivalof roller
skatingin the Discoand that led to blacksubcultureskate
stylesinto the twenty-first centurysuchasjamskating.
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Savoy
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Jimmy Davis, (center) 
assistant manager and 
roller skate enthusiast 

Skater swings 
partner at the 

Savoy Roller Rink


