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he nation's first love affair with roller skating was in the 1880s, A
but by the early 1900s, the public viewed skating as a low-class
amusement for roughnecks. Nice people did not roller skate. )
by rink
owners,
]
image,
[ ]
classic adult
f ' .
he respectable pastime of skating is shown in this 1880 magazine ro I I e r S kat I n g
illustration, right. The skating couple to the far right is from an 1885 skating
manual. Skating was promoted as both healthy and moral form of 3 f n

The formation of the Roller Skating Rink Owners Association
(RSROA) in 1937 ushered in a new era for skating. The RSROA set
rules for competitions and established professional career paths for
skate coaches, instructors, rink managers, and performers. The
organization's slogan, “Roller Skate to Health,” re-emphasized
skating's wholesome image to attract young and old alike
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Rink owners advertised skating as a wholoesome and
healthy activity. Dress codes, rules of behavior, and
schedules accomodating different ages and skill
levels reinforced that image.

entertainment. The book includes this statement from a member of the clergy:

Allow me to commend to you and your readers roller skating. It can and

should substitute dancing as an exercise and amusement for the young
people of both sexes. It furnishes indoor, lively, graceful exercise, both
muscular and nervous excitement, and leaves no excuse for dancing. |
wish there was a skating rink in every village and boarding school.

— Henley's Manual of Roller Skating, 1885



Skaters whirled around the rink, while

Couples whizzed along, with boys leading
by skating backwards in a fog of .
cigarette smoke and rink surface rosin.
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Speed skating was the first, formal, roller skate competitic_)n establis_hed
by rink owner organizations. Chicago speed skaters dominated national
competitions throughout the 1940s and early 1950s.

Victory in artistic skating is something the judges sometimes give
vou but in speed skating, you win yourself!

— Skate Magazine, January, 1966

Speed skating competitions are as old as skating itself. Like roller
derby and artistic skating, speed skating gained respectability and
surged in popularity once RSROA organized sanctioned regional and
national events. Much like track and field events, speed skating heats
include short and long distances, and individual and relay events.

Skaters round a turn at the Hlinois State

Roller Skating Championship held in
Chicago's Arcadia Rink in 1946 (left). Arcadia
Speed Club racer Roy Sopper leads. The fastest
amateur skaters average 20 miles an hour on
the short, flat, 110 yard-long oval track.
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Armory Rink. We don't know if they were won
ough S

the senior men's 440, one-mile, and two-mile
races that still stand today. These events were
skated on a 125-yard track as Opposed to
today’s 110-yard track. No one broke them for
the 28 years between 1841 and 1970, when
competitions switched to the 1 10-yarc§ track, and
No one has yet gone faster. )
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Speed skating competitions - 36t rivals as roller
organizations establist las istic and dance
competitions Roller 2volved from ice
skatingand,aswel vesateoutfits.




Chicago was the birthplace
for roller derby and the
introduction of television In
the late 1940s carried roller
derbyto entire new audience
lookingfor roller action!
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Roller skating emerged as the
number one participatory
sport in America in 1950. Across
the country, 5,000 roller rinks and
18 million skaters defined an era
that became roller skating's
Golden Age—and Chicago was
the center of it all.

he Golden Age of Roller

Skating spanned from the
late 1930s to the 1960s. It was a
time following the Great
Depression and during years of
war when the country looked for
affordable fun and community
connections. Americans found
both at neighborhood roller rinks.

Rinks established skate
clubs to recruit, train Wiz moseonspmu Sy,

'hat made roller skating so popular? Roller skating was

hottest sport. This is the story of the glory days of roller skating,
Chicago's rink rats, and the skating rinks they called home.

and promote
competitive skaters.
City rinks competed for
the best skaters to fill
their member ranks.




The Savoy,a ChicagoSouthsideballroom, featured a black
Jazzband where whites would go to seethe & f | daSce (i
crazes JimmyDavis asst managerjobbiedwhite ownersif
Monday could be set asidefor roller skating Davistrained
speed skatersand establisheda Midwest all-black league
for speedskating The{ | @ 2spe&itiub dominated the
Midwestcircuitandthe leaguewasshortlived.

But, roller skatingpersisted,resultingin the revivalof roller
skatingin the Discoand that led to black subcultureskate
stylesinto the twenty-first centurysuchasjam skating



Jimmy Dawvis, (center)
assistant manager and T he

roller skate enthusiast S aVC)y
1938 -48

Skater swings
partner at the
Savoy Roller Rink




